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custom in Mongolia to name a male child after any
special event associated with its birth.

When Temudjin was still little more than a child
his father was poisoned by the Tartars, and he and his
elder brothers were obliged to go on distant hunting
expeditions to support themselves and their mother.
Hard toil and constant danger and privation brought
out in Temudjin the qualities of fearlessness and
resolution, while his mother's frequent reminders of
his high destiny prepared him on the spiritual side for
the task of restoring the glory of the name "Mongol/*
and of re-establishing the mighty Mongolia of
mythology.

Temudjin's skill and courage won him many
adherents in his tribe and after a successful martial
adventure they elected him khan, renaming him
Djenghis, or "mighty."

Djenghis Khan became the founder of Mongolia,
and his armies, shortly after his rise to power, con-
quered their way as far as Europe, burning down
cities, exterminating their inhabitants, and wiping
out whole races as they went* But they dealt with their
neighbours first. Djenghis Khan organised his tribes
into a powerful military machine and proceeded to
beat, one after the other, the armies of China, Persia
and Russia. He did not personally lead his armies into
battle but elaborated his plans far from the theatre of
war and had them carried out by his subordinates, and
much of his strength probably lay in his capacity to
choose his subordinates well. He employed everybody
who could be of use to him and retained foil control
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